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Professional position: 

Associate Professor at the Department of Psychology, Faculty of Philosophy, 
University of Belgrade, Serbia 
Head of the Department of Psychology 

 
Professional occupations: 
 
Educational and developmental psychology projects:  

 Analysis of the child-adult interactions and its developmental effects 
 Construction of the new basic literacy test 
 Construction of the school-readiness test (TIP-1) (from 1987 the test is in regular 

use in school psychology practice) 
 Evaluation of the effects of elementary school education in Serbia 
 Analysis of the elementary school textbooks 
 Analysis of the educational system in Yugoslavia 
 Analysis of the educational system in Georgia, ex-Soviet Union republic (ECD & 

Primary Education: Consultancy Report by  Ivan Ivic & Ana Pesikan, UNICEF - 
Georgia Country Office, Tbilisi, 1998; ALP Monitoring/Supevision Mission - 
Consultancy report and recommendations by Ivan Ivic & Ana Pesikan, UNICEF - 
Georgia Country Office Tbilisi, Georgia, 2001) 

 Analysis of the democratic values and human rights in the educational system 
(International project Democracy in Education- Education for Democracy (SIDA-
SAREC, Sweden) 

 Development of the basic social concepts at elementary-school level 
 Psychological problems of the instruction and construction of knowledge  
 Psychological problems of teaching/learning  



 Development of the Active Learning/Teaching methodology. Co-author of the 
project Active Learning/Teaching, UNICEF-Institute of Psychology, Belgrade 
(Prof. Ivic, Pesikan, Antić) 

 Development of training packages for educational professionals (training 
packages for different educational professionals: teachers, directors, school 
inspectors, representatives of the Ministry of Education, assistants and professors 
working at the faculty level, researchers in educational field, participants of non-
formal types of education, etc.). Development of training packages for non-
education specialists (medical doctors, pharmacists, journalists, ecologists, local 
municipality officials).  

 Decentralization of education (co-author of the seminar about local capacity 
building, designing the workshop Educational Problems at the Local Community 
Level, Prijepolje, 2001, organization: Palgo center and Swiss organization “Inter-
muncipalities meetings and coordination” ) 

 Development of new policy for entrance exams for secondary school  
 Development of active learning in vocational education (the reform of vocational 

schools and project Nuclei of  Change, ETF, Kartz program and  Ministry of 
education and sport of Serbia) 

 Development of active/interactive methodology of work at university level (in 
collaboration with Faculty of Agriculture in Belgrade, since 2003) 

 Analysis of social secure system for protection of children without parental care 
(in collaboration with Save the Children) 

 Analysis of human rights and education (for Manual for human rights for non-
lawyers, Balkan Human Rights Network)  

 Optimization of school network in Serbia: The Case of Municipality of Sjenica 
(2003) 

 Development of national standards for quality assurance of textbook (2002-2004) 
 Quality of the new generation of school textbooks in Montenegro (2005-2006, the 

head of the project), Institute of textbooks, Podgorica 
 UN Millennium Development Goals, Report for Serbia: expert for education – 

MDG Goal 2 (2005) & Serbian National Millennium Development Goals (2007) 
 Youth participation: problems and benefits (UNICEF, Local action plans for 

children, 2006)  
 Comparative analisys of the history textbooks (Georg Eckert Institut, 2006/07) 
 Gender issue in school textbooks (Institute of Psychology, 2006) 
 Head of the sub-project »Quality of teaching/learning process: theoretical issues, 

methodological problems and problems of implementation« (Ministry of Science, 
2005-06) 

 Improving the competencies of history teacher’s for the selection, use, evaluation 
and creation of textbooks (Education center of Vojvodina, Georg Eckert Institut 
Braunschweig, and Education Forum, 2006/7) 

 The problems of rural education (Education Forum, since 2009/10) 
 Reform of the teaching / learning at the university – Tempus project: Higher 

education reform of biological sciences (HERBS) (Faculties of Biology Beograd, 
Novi Sad, Kragujevac, Niš, Nica, Francuska, Torino, Italy i Madrid, Spain) 



 Tempus project: Reform of Agricultural Higher Education in Serbia (Faculty of 
Agriculture and Education Forum) 

 The quality of learning / teaching: theoretical concepts, methodological problems 
and problems of implementation (Institute of Psychology, Faculyz od Philosophy) 

 School Fit for Children (Education Forum and UNICEF, 2008) 
 Policy impact analysis in the period 2003-07 in Serbia (Pešikan A., I. Ivic: Report 

on the analysis of the introduction of a preparatory preschool program as one of 
the policies introduced in the period 2003-07, The Government of the Republic of 
Serbia, 2008) 

 Improving the quality and efficiency of the teaching / learning at university level 
(Faculty of Agriculture, Ministry of Science) 

 Standards of early development of children (Institute of Psychology and 
UNICEF) 

 Analysis of the structure and composition textbooks (Institute of Psychology and 
the International Institute for the Study of textbooks Georg Eckert, Braunschweig, 
Germany) 

 Analysis of the concept of teacher training in Serbia (Institute of Psychology) 
 Active Learning in Inclusive Educational Environment (Education Forum & 

Ministry of Education and Science, Serbia) 
 Analysis of learning in different environments: learning in online environment 
 Rural education tourism (in the project: Sustainable Tourism for Rural 

Development, Ministry of economy and equal regional development of Serbia and 
UNICEF) 

 Dynamic Teaching Tools, Council for Democracy and Reconciliation in 
Southeast Europe, Thessalonica  

 Standards for learning/teaching history in elementary school (OSCE - Office in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

 Analysis of the conception, construction and roles of school assignments  
 

 
Other Activities: 
 
1994  The member-founder of Credibel School, later Belgrade Open 

School, creator of the module Psychology 
1995 The member-founder of the Fund Democratic Center and the board 

member  
1995           Organizer of the conferences Education for Democracy (Fund 

Democratic center) 
Since 1998  UNICEF consultant for education  
1998-2000  The consultant of Ministry of Education in Georgia 
Since 1999 One of the founders and the member of Education Forum, 

educational expert group 
Since 2000  Head of the Active Learning Project 
June 2002             Organizer of the conferences (with Mr. Milko Stimac) Education 

and Market Economy (Education Forum and Institute G 17) 
2002-2004  The member of the expert group for Quality assurance of textbook 



2004-05 Expert for education in the Government Expert group for 
preparation of Millennium Development Goals Report (MDG)  

Since 2005 Executive director of the Education forum 
Since 2005  Member of the Government Commission »Fund for gifted youth«  

2005-06 Teaching at the Diplomatic Academy of Ministry of Foreign Affair 
of Serbia 

2005-07 Teaching at the Faculty of Chemistry (Additional training for 
science teachers) 

2006-07 President of the Scientific Commetee of Empirical research in 
psychology 2007 (Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade) 

2007          Expert for education in the Government Expert group for the 
National Millennium Development Goals Report for Serbia  

2007            Expert for education, the Second Report on Power Reduction 
Strategy  in Serbia 

2007. Member of the board of International Aid Network (IAN) 
2008-10        Member of the Commission for evaluation, Faculty of Philosophy in 
Belgrade 
2007-08  Minister of Science of the Republic of Serbia 
2007-08  Member of the National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development of Serbia 

Since 2008       Member of the National Education Council  

2009 Member of the Education Committee of the Serbian Academy of   
Arts and Sciences 

2009-12 Secretary of the Education Committee of the Serbian Academy of 
Arts and Sciences 

Since 2009      Member of the board of Institute for Textbooks 

2010 Member of the IPA project board of the project "Second Chance - 
Development of functional basic adult education in Serbia" 

Since 2010  Member of the Board to support education of gifted children "5 + 
Fund" 

Since 2010  Member of the jury for the award, "Long-term contribution to the 
development of Belgrade" awarded by the City Council of 
Belgrade 

Since 2010    Member of the jury for the City Council of Belgrade award for the 
best social science book in previous year  

2011-12 Coordinator of Inter-Agency Group for Cooperation of Culture and  
Education in Development Strategy of Culture in Serbia by 2020  

2011-13  Member of the expert team for the Strategy for the Development of 
Education in Serbia by 2020 (head of the expert groups for 
elementary school and secondary school) 

Since 2012 Head of the Department of Psychology 
 
Awards: 
     1990            Živorad-Žiža Vasić - for special contribution to popularization of       the 

psychology 



2004            Ministry of Science Award as a First Category Researcher 
2004 National Neven Award for popularization of science (the book titled 

“How to become and stay stupid”, Kreativni centar, 2004) 
2005 Faculty of Chemistry Special Award for making contributions to 

the development of science and teaching process at the Faculty of 
Chemistry in Belgrade 

2009 Award of the City of Belgrade Council for the best educational 
book for: Ivić, Pešikan I Antić, Guide for the good textbook – 
general quality standards for textbooks (Platoneum, Novi Sad) 

 
Study visits 
2001, September   International seminar for education leaders: Strengthening 

Teacher Education - New strategies and Best Practices, Harvard 
University, Graduate School of Education, Boston, USA 

2006, August International institute for comparative textbook research Georg 
Eckert Braunschweig, Germany  

2006, November International institute for comparative textbook research Georg 
Eckert Braunschweig, Germany 

2009, September  International institute for comparative textbook research Georg 
Eckert Braunschweig, Germany 

 
 
 
Professional Membership: 
 

 Editorial Board Psychology  
 Jury for Živorad-Žiža Vasić Award   
 Editorial Board Dialog 
 Serbian Association of Psychologists 
 International School Psychology Association   
 CIROK (Research Center for Educational and Cultural Development) 
 Friends of the Child, Serbia 
 Education forum, Serbia, expert group for education 
 President of the jury for Neven Award  for popular science book  
 International Society for Cultural Activity Research  
 Member of the board of »Fund for Gifted Youth«  
 Editorial Board of CEPS Journal 
 Editorial Board of the journal Psychology  
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